Multidisciplinary considerations for patients with cancer of the pancreas or biliary tract.
The past century has been nearly all of the growth in knowledge about the anatomy and pathophysiology associated with cancers of the pancreas and surrounding biliary structures. Through advances in imaging technology, endoscopic practice, improvement in surgical technique and perioperative care, anesthesia advances, and a better appreciation for the usefulness of adjuvant chemotherapy and radiation therapy, physicians can offer patients some hope for long-term survival and a better quality of life when they are faced with these devastating tumors. Although surgical intervention is the "last best hope" for these patients, advances in the nonoperative disciplines will be required for substantial further improvement in patient outcomes.